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FOREWORD 


THIS  SURVEY  WAS  CONDUCTED  WITH  THE  DEF¬ 
INITE  DESIGN  OF  ELIMINATING  THE  SUPERFICIAL 
AND  FURNISHING  FACTS,  NOT  IN  PICTURING  FOR 
ENTERTAINMENT  OR  INDULGING  IN  VERBIAGE  FOR 
AMUSEMENT.  THAT  INDUSTRY  MAY  KNOW  OF  THE 
BETTER  LOCATION,  LAND,  LABOR,  TRAITS PORTATI ON 
AND  TAX  ADVANTAGES  OF  CALIFORNIA’S  GREAT  PO¬ 
TENTIAL  TERMINAL.  THAT  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN 
MANUFACTURER  OF  TOMORROW  MAY  NOT  SAY  AS  DOES 
A  GREAT  AMERICAN  SHIP  BUILDER  TODAY  "HAD  I 
KNOWN  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  SOUTHHAMPTON  BAY, 
BENICIA’S  HARBOR,  I  WOULD  HAVE  BUILT  THERE". 
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TO  COMMERCE  AND  INDUSTRY 


IN  THE  WHOLE  OF  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 
DISTRICT,  ONE  OF  THE  WORLD’S  GREATEST  HAR¬ 
BORS,  THERE  ARE  TWO  PLACES  WHERE  NATURAL 
DEEP  WATER,  PROTECTED,  IS  IMMEDIATELY  AC¬ 
CESSIBLE  TO  MANUFACTURING  AREAS  WITH  MIN¬ 
IMUM  DEMAND  FOR  PIER  CONSTRUCTION  AND 
DREDGING,  OR  WHERE  NO  DREDGING  IS  REQUIRED. 

ONE  OF  THESE  IS  JUST  INSIDE  THE  "GOLDEN 
GATE”  AMD  IS  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

THE  OTHER  IS  JUST  INSIDE  THE  "SILVER 
GATE",  33  MILES  FARTHER  INLAND  AND  AT  THE 
END  OF  NATURAL  DEEP  WATER.  BENICIA  IS  THE 
HEART  OF  THIS  AREA. 

CONSULT  THE  U.  S.  GOVT.  COAST  AND  GEO¬ 
DETIC  SURVEY  CHARTS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY, 
5530,  5531,  5532,  5533,  5534  OR  ANY  OTHER 
ACCURATE  SOUNDING  CHARTS  OF  THE  BAY. 

BENICIA  OFFERS  CHEAP  MANUFACTURING 
SITES  WITH  OCEAN,  RIVER,  RAIL  AND  HIGHWAY 
TRANSPORTATION  AT  YOUR  DOOR. 

A  LEADING  SAN  FRANCISCO  INDUSTRIALIST 
SAYS,  "BENICIA  IS  TOO  FINELY  LOCATED  ON 
THE  BAY  TO  LIE  INDUSTRIALLY  DORMANT". 
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GEOGRAPHY 


California,  the  garden  spot  of  the  west,  has  in  her  whole  domain  one 
greatest  garden  spot.  This  is  the  great  VALLEY  OF  CALIFORNIA,  over  250 
miles  long  and  with  an  average  width  of  over  40  miles.  This  is  made  up 

oft 

THE  SACRAMENTO 


The  Sacramento  Valley,  including  the  area  of  the  Sacramento  River  and 
its  tributaries,  forms  the  northern  part  of  this  great  area  with  over 
3,780,000  acres  of  valley  land  which  is,  v/ith  the  Valley  of  San  Joaquin, 
among  the  most  fertile  valleys  in  the  world. 

THE  SAN  JOAQUIN 

The  San  Joaquin  River  and  its  tributaries  drain  a  some  ivhat  warmer 
valley  of  more  than  7,000,000  acres  of  the  most  wonderful  productive 
land,  likewise  reaching  back  to  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains  on  the  east, 
and  is  protected  from  an  overabundance  of  moisture  by  the  low  coast 

range  on  the  west. 


THE  VALLEY  OF  CALIFORNIA 

The  total  valley  land  is  over  10,780,000  acres,  the  total  area 
drained  by  these  two  rivers  being  over  twelve  million  acres,  and  with 
an  annual  crop  production  of  more  than  |280,505,000.00.  (For  the  above, 
consult  any  California  map). 

THE  NETHERLANDS  OF  AMERICA 

The  Netherlands  of'  America  comprise  the  great  delta  lands  above  the 
confluence  of  the  Sacramento  and  the  San  Joaquin  Rivers  and  include 
nearly  all  of  the  valuable  peat  lands  of  the  state.  These  soils,  of  de¬ 
cayed  tules  and  marsh  grasses,  have  been  built  during  centuries  and  now 
offer  the  intensive  garden  districts  for  the  best  of  vegetables,  cantal¬ 
oupes  and  the  like.  Asparagus  does  well  in  these  soils  and  the  canner¬ 
ies  make  it  possible  for-  the  ’'Easterner"  to  enjoy  this  article  as  well. 
The  peat  soils  produce  a  more  prolific  and  less  woody  asparagus, 

THE  CALIFORNIA  NILE 

Farther  back  from  the  peat  lands  are  great  areas  of  the  most  fertile 
soil  with  an  ideal  climate.  While  it  may  not  exceed  the  Nile  Valley  in 
fertility,  the  Valley  of  California  is  available  for  the  American.  Some 
of  this  reclaimed  and  sweetened  land  can  be  had  adjoining  Benicia. 

THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  DISTRICT 

The  San  Francisco  District  includes  the  counties  adjoining  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay.  These  few  counties  constitute  less  than  one-twentieth  of  the 
land  area  of  the  State  but  hold  over  one  third  of  the  population  and 

one  third  of  the  wealth. 
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BENICIA’S  UNIQUE  LOCATION. 


Benicia  stands  in  almost  the  exact  geographical  center  of  the  San 
Francisco  District.  Benicia  is  at  the  extreme  terminus  of  deep  water 
navigation  and  at  the  end  of  continuous  trans-continental  rail. 


The  manufacturer  who  can  build  to  use  any  or  many  of  the  raw  pro¬ 
ducts  of  this  great  California  Valley  or  the  Orient  should  consider 
Benicia’s  cheap  factory  and  building  land,  and  unsurpassed  transport¬ 
ation  facilities* 

COMPARATIVE  MONTHLY  MEAN  TEMPERATURES  FOR  CALIFORNIA  INDUSTRIAL  CENTERS. 


MONTHLY  MEAN  FOR 

1921 

# 

ANN. 

JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR  MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG 

SEPT 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC  MEAN. 

BENICIA - 

-45.6 

49.6 

53.0 

54.8  56.6 

64.9 

67.1 

64.7 

62.6 

62.0 

56.2 

51.8  57.4 

FRESNO - 

57.5 

56.8 

59.2  63.6 

76.0 

83.9 

79.9 

72,8 

66.6 

57.0 

50.4  63.7 

LOS  ANGELES— 

-47.0 

50.5 

52.8 

53.9  55.3 

62.8 

63.2 

61.8 

63.6 

60.4 

55.5 

50.4  56.4 

OAKLAND . 

-54.1 

57.4 

59.4 

59.0  68.8 

71.7 

70.6 

69.3 

66.7 

63.2 

63.2 

60.2  63.0 

SACRAMENTO— 

—46 . 2 

50.9 

55.0 

57.6  60.7 

71.8 

75.3 

72.1 

70.7 

64.1 

54.8 

49.0  60.7 

SAN  DIEGO— 

-53.6 

55.2 

57.5 

57.4  56.4 

58.4 

63.1 

68.4 

68.2 

66.8 

64.6 

60.4  61.1 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

-49.5 

52.9 

54.6 

55.0  54.4 

61.4 

59.8 

59.6 

63.3 

61.5 

57.8 

52.9  56.9 

SAN  JOSE . 

-47.2 

50.7 

54.8 

54.6  57.0 

65.0 

67.4 

65.3 

64.5 

61.2 

54.9 

50.1  57.7 

STOCKTON - 

-46.0 

50.8 

55.4 

57.8  61.4 

71.8 

75.6 

71.4 

68.2 

72.7 

54.2 

48.0  60.3 

MONTHLY  MEAN  FOR 

1922 

• 

ANN. 

JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR  MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG 

SEPT 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC  MEAN. 

BENICIA . 

-43.0 

57.1 

61.5 

69.5  75.9 

78.3 

67.2 

68.1 

69.8 

60.7 

57.8 

49.2  52.8 

FRESNO . 

-41.7 

49.6 

52.6 

57.4  68.6 

76.5 

83.8 

79.1 

79.1 

64.2 

51.0 

49.8  62.8 

LOS  ANGELES  — 

-53.8 

54 . 0 

55.6 

57.6  57.2 

67.7 

69.5 

73.4 

73.1 

65.4 

59.3 

58.3  62.6 

OAKLAND . 

-43.5 

47.4 

49  2 

51.1  62.6 

61.0 

62.0 

62.0 

64.2 

58.2 

50.9 

47.9  54.6 

SACRAMENTO--- 

-40.6 

47. 1 

50.7 

56.4  65.4 

70.5 

75.9 

72.8 

75.6 

62.6 

49.9 

47.3  59.8 

SAN  DIEGO---- 

-52.5 

53.7 

54.6 

56.3  60.3 

64.3 

67.7 

70.7 

70.0 

64.0 

58.0 

58.0  60.8 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

-46.6 

50.2 

52.4 

53.5  58.0 

60.0 

60 . 2 

60.4 

63.4 

60 . 6 

54.3 

50.6  55.9 

SAN  JOSE  ---- 

42.9 

49.0 

50.6 

53.1  60.2 

65.1 

68.0 

68.0 

67.5 

59  2 

50.6 

48.4  57.7 

STOCKTON - 

-39.9 

48.6 

51.9 

56.0  65.3 

70.9 

75.2 

72.0 

73.6 

60.7 

49.0 

48.2  49.4 

1921 


TOTAL  GRTST  PART 


AN. MEAN. 

HIGH 

DATE 

LOW 

DATE 

PRECIP. 

MONTHLY, 

CLEAR 

OLD. 

CLD. 

WIND 

BENICIA-- . 57.4 

97 

J  ul  •  6 

31 

Jan.  8 

16.39 

6.09 

247 

60 

59 

W 

FRESNO . 63.7 

110 

Jul.7 

30 

Jan, 11 

9.08 

3.47 

235 

69 

61 

NW 

LOS  ANGELES-  — 63.0 

101 

Sep. 26 

38 

Jan. 11 

19.85 

7.90 

190 

98 

77 

SW 

OAKLAND . 56.4 

94 

Jul.6 

34 

Feb. 15 

19.52 

6.45 

144 

122 

99 

W 

SACRAMENTO - 60.7 

106 

Jul.7 

30 

Jan, 11 

13.49 

4.61 

239 

77 

49 

s 

SAN  DIEGO . 61.1 

93 

Nov.  3 

38 

Jan. 12 

17.55 

9.26 

159 

122 

84 

NW 

SAN  FRANCISCO-56.9 

94 

Jul.6 

39 

Jan. 8 

19.71 

6.39 

159 

95 

11 

W 

SAN  JOSE . 57.7 

102 

Jul.6 

29 

Jan. 12 

20.46 

7.22 

115 

146 

104 

W 

STOCKTON . 60.3 

107 

Jul.7 

26 

Jan. 11 

12.59 

3.59 

245 

59 

61 

NW 
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STATION 

JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUNE 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

ANNUAL 

*BENICTA- . 

-74 

76 

71 

57 

58 

47 

46 

50 

69 

63 

83 

63 

63 

FRESNO . 

-71 

58 

50 

36 

27 

19 

14 

15 

22 

36 

51 

71 

39 

MT.  TAMALPAIS— 

-78 

79 

76 

64 

62 

49 

37 

41 

44 

59 

72 

73 

61 

SAN  FRANCISCO-- 

-75 

72 

70 

69 

72 

72 

77 

79 

73 

71 

71 

73 

73 

*SAN  JOSE— . 

-74 

67 

64 

68 

55 

53 

51 

53 

52 

52 

61 

72 

59 

SAN  LUIS  OBISPO- 

-62 

64 

63 

62 

66 

58 

55 

58 

58 

60 

60 

55 

60 

*  Benicia  records  are  for  one  year  and  do  not  show  a  long  term  average. 

#  San  Jose  records  are  for  three  years  and  over,  the  remaining  stations  are  for  a 
long  term  of  years  and  show  an  average  mean. 

RESOURCES. 

Benicia’s  greatest  resources  are  HARBOR,  FACTORY  SITES,  DEEP  WATER  TRANSPORT¬ 
ATION,  TRANSCONTINENTAL  RAIL,  HIGHWAY. 

« 

HARBOR. 

Benicia  has  the  most  important  undeveloped  harbor  in  California.  This  harbor 
is  only  thirty  three  mi&es  from  San  Francisco,  is  as  much  farther  inland,  and  is 
at  the  end  of  deep  ^ater.  The  water  of  the  harbor  is  brackish,  but  during  the 
large  part  of  the  year  almost  entirely  fresh  water,  due  to  the  waters  of  the  Sac¬ 
ramento,  San  Joaquin  and  Napa  Rivers,  which  during  high  water  overcome  the  salt 
water  rush  from  the  tides. 

At  Army  Point  the  water  is  52  feet  deep}  immediately  at  the  shoreline;  at 
the  Southern  Pacific  Ferry  Slips  the  depth  is  69  feet  and  at  Dillon  Point,  the 
lower  end  of  Southampton  Bay,  96  feet  deep  at  the  shore. 

The  water  depth  is  such  that  docks  for  the  deepest  water  vessels  can  be  built, 
and  the  main  current  of  the  Strait  being  only  6  miles  an  hour  makes  the  docking 

a  simple  matter. 


DEEP  WATER  SHIPPING. 

The  deepest  water  vessels,  the  world’s  oil  tankers,  make  the  Oil  Refineries 
daily.  These  are  just  across  the  Strait  from  Benicia.  The  U.S.S.  California, 
the  deepest  draft  battleship  in  the  American  Navy,  has  made  the  trip  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  through  these  channels.  In  fact  any  ship  that  can  enter  the  Golden  Gate 
can  dock  along  the  Carquinez  Straits.  The  world’s  greatest  sugar  cargoes  are 
unloaded  on  the  Straits. 


BARGE. 

Benicia  can  deliver  by  barge  to  all  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  points  as  cheap¬ 
ly  as  transportation  can  be  had  anywhere.  Barges  can  supply  less  than  ship  load 
lots  'off  shore'  to  any  vessels  loading  at  any  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  docks 
for  either  coastwise  or  foreign  trade. 
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RIVER  BOATS. 


River  boats  regularly  make  San  Francisco,  Benicia  and  all  the  interior  points 
along  the  Sacramento,  San  Joaquin,  and  their  tributaries,  delivering  manufactured 
articles  and  in  return  bringing  fruit  and  agricultural  stuffs  from  the  interior. 
Benicia  now  collects  by  motor  boat  and  barge,  from  this  Netherlands  and  Nile  area, 
great  quantities  of  asparagus  as  well  as  fruits  for  the  canneries. 

RAIL. 

Benicia  has  transcontinental  rail  advantages  over  almost  any  city  on  the  West 
Coast,  in  that  at  this  point  the  most  direct  line  has  to  ferry  to  reach  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  the  other  Bay  cities.  Nineteen  passenger  trains  go  through  Benicia 
daily  each  way  and  many,  though  less,  freight  trains. 

FERRIES. 

RAIL  FERRY. 

The  Southern  Pacific  ferry  boats,  Solano  and  Port  Costa  are  the  largest  in  the 
world.  They  are  equipped  with  four  tracks  for  railroad  trains  and  they  take  the 
trains,  both  passenger  and  freight,  from  Benicia  to  Port  Costa,  where  the  trains 
again  take  rail  to  San  Francisco.  The  crossage  is  eleven  to  thirteen  minutes  time. 

AUTOMOBILE  FERRY. 

From  Benicia  to  Martinez  runs  a  regular  vehicular  ferry  to  accomodate  all 
traffic  on  the  State  Highway.  Below  Benicia  is  another  automobile  ferry  carry¬ 
ing  passengers  and  vehicles  from  Morrow  Cove  to  Vallona  from  where  the  High¬ 
way  continues  to  the  lower  Bay  cities. 

HIGHWAYS. 

STATE  HIGHWAY. 

Benicia  is  on  the  direct  line  of  the  State  Highway  between  San  Francisco  and 
Sacramento  and  the  great  interior  to  the  north.  This  is  a  paved  concrete  high¬ 
way. 

NATIONAL  PARKS  HIGHWAY. 

The  National  Parks  Highway  line  of  the  Park  to  Park  Highway  Association  of 
Denver  is  routed  through  Benicia  to  San  Francisco,  thence  to  Yosemite  National 
Park,  the  Grand  Canyon  and  on.  This  line  traverses  the  most  direct  and  best 
highways  connecting  all  of  the  great  National  Parks  west  of  Denver  and  the 

Rocky  Mountains. 


COUNTY  HIGHWAYS. 

The  County  highways  running  from  Benicia  to  the  interior  are  good  and  a 
comprehensive  system  is  underway  to  complete  the  network  of  needed  highways 
of  the  whole  immediate  interior. 
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LABOR. 


SKILLED  LABOR. 

Benicia,  during  the  war,  had  the  United  States  Arsenal  and  the  Benicia  Ship 
Building  Company  working  at  full  capacity,  and  was  able  to  meet  that  demand 
on  skilled  labor.  There  can  not  be  a  call  from  industry  for  a  high  quality  of 
skilled  labor  that  Benicia  can  not  meet  without  difficulty.  Some  skilled  work¬ 
men  of  the  locality  are  commuters  from  Eerkeley,  Oakland  and  even  San  Francisco, 

UNSKILLED  LABOR. 

i 

Benicia  can  meet  a  reasonable  demand  for  unskilled  labor ’without  importation; 
and  in  event  of  a  large  demand,  the  San  Francisco  market,  which  for  years  has 
been  over  supplied,  can  and  will  furnish  any  amount,  Benicia  will  house  to 
accomodate  any  permanent  labor  demand  and  make  the  permanent  supply  local. 

The  last  census  shows  Benicia  and  Solano  County  with  over  99^  population 

white. 


POWER 


COAL. 

Benicia’s  coal  rates  can  be  considered  as  San  Francisco  rates  where  Indus 
trial  supply  in  large  quantities  either  by  car  or  barge  can  always  be  had. 

For  domestic  purposes  and  in  small  quantities  the  price  is  higher. 

OIL 


One  mile  from  Benicia,  across  the  Strait,  is  an  oil  refinery,  and  above  and 
below  this  one  can  be  seen  the  greatest  line  of  great  refineries  on  the  coast. 

Associated  Oil  Company,  Shell  Oil  Company,  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  Union 
Oil  Company  all  have  major  refineries  on  the  south  side  of  Carquinez  Strait, 
and  maintain  great  storage  tank  systems  which  guarantee  perpetual  supply  with¬ 
out  interruption. 

Delivery  to  any  industry  by  tanker  cr  barge,  as  is  now  being  done,  is  the 
cheapest  oil  delivery  outside  of  direct  pipe  line  service. 

FUEL  VALUES . 

OIL  AND  COAL  VALUES  COMPUTED  ON  BRITISH  THERMAL  BASIS: 


OIL 


COAL 


144,200  B.T.U.  per  gallon. 

6,060,000  B.T.U.  per  bbl. 

*f 1.50  per  bbl . ,  or 
4,040,000  B.T.U.  per  dollar. 

*In  car  lead  lots  on  customer’s  siding 

The  U.S.  Shipping  Board  by  competitive 
Bay  District  in  1923  @  .  8l</  per. bbl. 

t, Of 0,000  B.T.U.  per. bbl..  &  fO.81  per 


28,000,000  B.T.U.  per  ton. 
*$12.00  per  ton. 

2,408,333  B.T.U.  per  dollar. 

or  by  barge  to  customer’s  dock. 

bid,  is  using  oil  m  San  Francisco 

bbl., or  7,4-83,950  B.T.U.  per. dollar. 
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STATEMENT  FURNISHED  BY  THE  "PORTLAND  CEMENT  ASSOCIATION"  AND 
"THE  ABERTHAW  CONSTRUCTION  COMPANY". 

Total  cost  of  building  and  equipment  100% 


A. 


B. 


Equipment 

19£ 

• 

1.  Heating  and  Sprinkling 

-  -  -  -  59,7% 

2.  Plumbing-  - 

-  -  15.3 

3.  Elevators  - 

- 14.6 

4.  Electrical 

Work  - 

-  10,5  100% 

Building 

1.  Excavation 

81"2 

a.  Labor 

100% 

b. 

Material  0$ 

2,  Plant-  -  - 

. . 4.6f. 

a.  Labor 

56  i 

b. 

Material  44$ 

3.  Forms-  -  - 

■ . . . -  14.6% 

a.  Labor 

56% 

b. 

Material  44$ 

4.  Reinforcing-  ----------------  16% 

a.  Labor  16%  b.  Material  84$ 

5.  Concrete  ------------------  24% 

a.  Labor  34%  b.  Material  66$ 

6.  Masonry-  2.5% 

a.  Labor  62%  h.  Material  38% 

7.  Carpentry - - 3.7% 

a.  Labor  41%  b.  Material  59$ 

8.  Miscellaneous  Iron  &  Steel  ---------2.2% 

a.  Labor  28%  b.  Material  72$ 

9.  Doors  &  Windows - 5.2% 

a.  Labor  21%  b.  Material  79$ 


10.  Liability  Insurance - .62% 

11.  Engineering - 5.5% 

12.  Superintendence,  travel, etc.  --------  1.5% 

§  13.  Cold  Weather  Precautions  ----------  5.2% 

a.  Labor  57%  b.  Material  43$ 

14.  Miscellaneous  &  Extras  - - - - - 4.5% 

a.  Labor  62%  b.  Material  48$ 

15.  Watchman  -  -  -  - - —  -  - - - .54% 

16.  Clean  up  job - - - .42% 

17.  Overhead  -  -  1.56% 

18.  Fire  main  &  Roof  drain - - 2.3% 

a.  Labor  18%  b.  Material  72$ 

19.  Roofing  &  Flashing - 1.36% 


Total  Labor,  37%  of  building!  Material  63$ 


CEMENT  QUOTED  BY  "PORTLAND  CEMENT  ASSOCIATION"  DELIVERED 
AT  BENICIA,  $.03  CHEAPER  THAN  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

San  Francisco  price,  Jan. 1923. , $3 .03  bbl. , Benicia,  $3.00. 


§  This  item  only  enters  in  Benicia  where  sedentary  occupations 

exist. 
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WATER 


Benicia* s  water  is  furnished  by  a  private  water  company 
which  has  reservoirs  in  the  upper  drainage  basins  for  impound¬ 
ing  purposes,  and  a  city  distributing  reservoir* 

Capacity  of  Lake  Herman  Reservoir  405,000,000  gallons. 

Paddy  Creek  Reservoir  63,000,000  gallons. 
City  Distrib. Reservoir  1,222,400  gallons. 


Total  storage  capacity  469,222,400  gallons. 

Benicia* s  average  consumption  of  water  as  shown  by  a  recent  survey, 
has  run  from  113,864,919  gallons  to  115*188,220  gallons  per.  year. 

This  shows  a  storage  capacity  of  over  three  years  demand  under  the 
present  industrial,  municipal  and  domestic  needs. 

The  Water  Company  states  that  the  reservoirs  are  nearly  full,  January 
1923  and  that  three  years  supply  is  now  guaranteed,  regardless  of  future 

rainfall*  » 


CONTEMPLATED  WATER  PROJECT. 

The  Snow  Mountain  Project  or  the  Pitt  River  Project  have  plans  pro¬ 
posed  in  which  several  communities  in  the  district  are  interested, 
including  the  bringing  of  a  mountain  stream  into  service  in  supplying 
these  towns.  With  the  completion  of  either  project,  there  will  be 
more  water  available  than  a  city  many  times  as  large  could  hope  to  use. 

SEWAGE. 

Disposition  of  sewage  waters  that  might  become  objectionable  in  other 
localities  is  easy  in  Benicia. 

Benicia’s  sewage  is  direct  to  the  deep  water  channel  to  the  strait 
which  has  nearly  a  six  mile  current  at  ebb  tide.  This  channel  is  30  to 
90  feet  deep  and  a  mile  wide.  A  tide  swept  channel  direct  to  the  sea. 


FOREIGN. 


Benicia’s  supply  of  Oriental  and  Australian  raw  materials  is  unlimited 
and  the  industry  that  can  build  to  use  these  goods  in  larger  quantities, 
can  get  them  delivered  at  their  wharves  at  Benicia  as  easily  and  cheaply 
as  any  other  American  industrial  city  as  it  is  a  part  of  the  great  Port 
of  San  Francisco  where  all  cargoes  are  landed  in  bulk.  Local  freights 
are  added  to  all  other  points  and  Benicia,  being  within  the  barging 
radius,  has  the  advantage. 

Jute  especially,  as  well  as  other  oriental  products,  could  be  brought 
direct  to  Benicia  in  ship  load  lots  and  worked  up  entirely  in  a  factory 
built  to  handle  such.  Delivery  could  be  made  of  the  finished  products, 
direct  to  the  interior  by  rail  without  re-handling  or  re-shipping  in  any 

way. 
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HATER 


RATES. 


COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL. 
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Recent  survey  of  the  water  situation  in  Benicia  showed  that  the  average 
price  paid  by  manufacturing  and  industrial  institutions  was  $0.31  per  1000 

gallons. 


TAXES. 
COUNTY  TAXES. 


Solano  County’s  tax  rate  is  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  whole  State. 

The  County  base  rate  is  |l.70  on  each  |100.  assessed  value,  based  upon 
a  47$  comparison  to  Market  Value  or  $0,799  on  each  $100.  per  100$  Market  Value. 

School  tax  rate  is  $1.40  on  each  $100.  assessed  valve,  based  also  upon 
a  47 $  comparison  to  Market  Value. 

Total  County  and  School  Taxi  Rate,  Tax  Rate  on 

per  $100.  Assessed  Value  Compared  to  Market  Val.  100$  Mkt.  Val. 

$3.10  47$  $1.46 

CITY  TAXES. 

Benicia’s  City  Tax  is  levied  on  a  graduated  basis. 

The  general  levy  is  $1.30  on  each  $100.  value  determined  as  follows: 


On  Land  Value 


$1.30 


100$  Appraisal  Value  on 
a  graduated  scale 


Tax  Rate  as  per 
100$  Market  Val. 
$1.30 


On  Buildings  etc.  25$  cost,  less  depreciation  0.325- 

On  Personal  Property  10$  on  actual  value  0.13 

This  brings  the  actual  city  tax  for  industries  with  a  fair  percentage  of 
personal  property  down  to  about  $0.20  to  $0.40  on  each  $100.00  Market  Valuation. 
Both  County  and  City  valuations,  as  assessed,  are  much  more  liberal  than  in 
large  cities.  In  fact,  Industrial  land  values  are  here  tending  towards  nominal. 
Adding  County  tax  of  $1.46  to  the  City  Industrial  Tax  $0.20  makes  $1.66  to  $1.86 


BENICIA’S  TAX  RATE  TO  INDUSTRIES  AS  COMPARED  TO  AMERICAN  INDUSTRIAL 


CENTERS  HAVING 

BOTH  RAIL  AND  OCEAN 

SHIPPING: 

CITY 

TOTAL  TAX  PER  $100 

RATE  OF  ASSESSMENT 

TAX 

RATE  ON 

ASSESSED  VALUE 

TO  MARKET  VALUE 

100$  MKT.  VAL. 

Benicia 

(Graduated  rate) 

(Graduated  $  ) 

$1.66 

to  $1.86 

Boston 

2.47 

100$ 

2.47 

Los  Angeles 

3.69 

50 

1.85 

*New  York 

2.77 

100 

2.77 

Oakland 

3.77 

50 

1.89 

San  Francisco 

3.47 

50 

1.75 

Seattle 

6.25 

47 

3.13 

*City  tax  only. 

-12- 


. 


, 

-  xx; 

OOCI 

1  T 

. 

0|  X« 

.  , 

Xenil 

rt 

1 9 

OOCJ 

■  3J 

• 

n 

"  Oxc « c 

Xxsi'l 

u 

COC-X 

* 

r  2  eli 

ft 

e  >01 

n 

.  :  * 

H 

*  00c , ox 

XxeK 

n 

H 

oc :  ,’ 

H 

■ 

, 

« 

0001 

N 

. 

»* 

0  G,3S 

rf-xsH 

H 

COOL 

« 

. 

ia 

, 

ievO 

Q'  r  € ' •  x  odX  x;  i;--  '  .rtr-jfi.x-^ 

oi  *i .  1 J  x-  /: . 

r  3 

i&OV 

•  *c  V'9v\i?.  J-nacaH 

000  C  ioq  L'v.Oj  s.  t  i  ,v‘ '^rr-'ubni  a  rti'xr^OBVt/rux.  cf  b.'aq  <io  iiq 

•  ?5 


,.:  1  :  •• 

A 


.  4  T  -  :  ■'•  t  v  ’  >•  A  Ar  ':  fxc  i  o;f  .  •  •  ’  .  x-.'  ;-x..x 

X  .  .X  . 

,eirIaV  LaineU  JOOX  ‘xoq  .OOXf  ©  Xsinjsll  so  $?-£  js 

noqw  orIb  , ''vXfiv  fceaaesea  *00X$  doa©  no  3.  w  2a.4 

.  8xt  ij  J  '  t  X3;X'’  V'3  £ 

'•• 7  :xT  ,  t  2jbT  Ioorio3  fcoB  i^anoO  £ 

.XjbV  *d*dM  JOOX  »IjsV  1  naqmcO  'SRataA  .001$  *ieq 

;  v  x,-a 


. 

■.  .  V  ■•  {  •  ;  :.  •  r  •-; 

18^  a  benlaneteb  ©wXbv  .00l|  doa©  no  0?*X$  ei  \''e~  XB'ieaej  ©dT 


ieq  aa  xaT 
,  /bV  &9inal  iCOI 
0  i .  1  $ 


no  euXsV  i x;  ; .3-rqqA  1  00 j  >*.  a\  J  njsA  0 

elfloe  heiat/bATg  a 

x-;,r$ 


-35S.0  nofXBloenqeb  gaol  , taoo  ’M\  .ocv©  BgalMiu?  nO 

SX.O  Lance -trt  :<G 

ea^Xnoo'ioq  -i/*3  b  rfX  w  adinXei/Jbri:  10?  mX  *  •  ix„>  Xjsuaos  -A*  tsni-srf  cinT 
.noiJat/XaV  eiiaM  00,00ff  rfoa©  no  0KO#  oX  QS.O|  tooda  0?  nwob  ^neqo^ 
ol  fljsrfd  tanodiX  eiota  fl'outa  ens  ,  . 

.Xscicncn  ebiawt  ©*:©rf  on*  3 -a  X 2 

■  » X  4  •  -  .  '  *  ..  [  J  A.  ^  -j  „  x 


x.A' . .  '  :  'Ax',  -  r  '  r  \  r  •  ■  r  ?A  ■  '  x  •  *  .••  va-  ?  x.  '  '  ,  3 


:  '  a  A  •'  >;•  AX  •  J  'F  :  •  .  ;  a  ...  ;.:ix 


.  .  •  A.^:  1  ■  ■ 

- .  .a:-  • :  •  D  a;.-. 

coil  XAT  JATOT 

TMO 

. 

A  'A'xA  X  ' 

A'Ai.  ’  "i^'rncA 

'.t ^8  .  f  '■ 

(  "  s  .j.cnt)) 

!  :  ■  If'  :  i  *  .A 

r .ioinoH 

'  . 

S001 

;  a: 

• 

'  . 

. 

aoXdgnA  aoJ 

. 

001 

A'SOY  :  A 

. 

• 

YY .  £ 

XtXJB..  aX 

x,X, 

03 

A,?. 

OCX  A,  '  '  £  1*3 

*■  a: 

cS  „  3 

elXAaeS 

x: ;  • 


»•.*  .  •* 


COASTWISE* 


The  whole  of  the  western  seaboard  of  North  America,  as  well  as  South 
America,  can  deliver  raw  materials  direct,  wherever  a  large  deep  water 
harbor  can  be  found.  No  place  is  better  situated  than  Benicia  in  this 

regard* 


LOCAL. 

The  local  raw  material  supply  includes  that  of  all  the  GREAT  VALLEY 
OF  CALIFORNIA,  much  of  which  is  immediately  accessible  by  direct  barge 
or  river-boat  deliveries,  A  part  by  highway  and  the  remainder  by  rail 
through  the  only  natural  outlet  to  the  sea. 

AMOUNTS  OF  RAW  MATERIAL. 

Consult  the  general  data  of  the  CALIFORNIA  INC.,  and  the  CALIFORNIA 
DEVELOPMENT  ASSOCIATION  for  general  totals  on  raw  materials,  agricul¬ 
tural  and  mining  products.  All  of  these  are  accessible  to  Benicia 
through  the  means  of  transportation  above  described. 

FREIGHT  RATES. 

TRANS-CONTINENTAL  RAIL. 

Transcontinental  freight  rates  from  Benicia  to  the  East  and  from 
the  East  to  Benicia  are  as  favorable  as  are  the  rates  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  the  East  and  from  the  East. 

INTRA-STATE  RAIL. 

Benicia  has  rail  freight  rates  comparable  with  San  Francisco’s  freight 
rates  for  general  distribution  within  the  State. 

RIVER  BOAT. 

Very  low  rates  by  river  boat  exist  from  Benicia  to  San  Francisco  and 
other  Bay  Cities;  to  Stockton  and  all  San  Joaquin  points;  to  Sacramento 
and  all  Sacramento  River  points,  as  well  as  the  whole  delta  area. 

BARGE. 

Benicia  can  deliver  by  barge  to  all  San  Francisco  and  the  lower  Bay 
District  as  cheaply  as  transportation  can  be  had  anywhere.  Barge 
delivery  in  quantity,  from  a  water  front  factory  in  Benicia,  can  be 
made  to  any  ships  loading  in  the  harbor  district,  more  cheaply  than 
can  the  same  materials  be  transported  by  wagon  or  auto  truck  from  an 
interior  factory  to  &  water  front. 

ZONING  LAWS. 

Benicia  has  no  zoning  areas  or  laws  restrictive  to  industry.  Compliance 
with  the  State  law  meets  Benicia’s  demands. 
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INSURANCE. 


The  basic  rate  on  insurance  in  Benicia  is  $0.45  per  $100.00.  There 
are  variations  from  this  in  different  localities,  especially  where  frame 
buildings  are  contiguous.  Some  industrial  insurance  has  been  lowered  very 
much  recently,  due  to  Benicia’s  newest  modern  fire  fighting  equipment. 

FACTORY  SITES. 

Benicia  can  meet  demands  for  factory  sites. 

For  the  institution  that  can  take  over  a  small  ship  yard  with  all  its 
equipment,  yards,  buildings,  lumber  storage,  water  front  and  dock,  Benicia 
has  such  site  along  the  front  available  immediately.  This  can  be  had 
advantageously  for  present  constructive  industry. 

One  other  factory,  a  war  time  casualty,  awaits  the  manufacturer.  This 
plant  has  buildings,  grounds  and  water  frontage  as  well. 

Undeveloped  factory  sites  offer  the  greatest  possibilities  to  the 
larger  industry  that  can  take  advantage  of  natural  conditions  and  build 

to  their  liking. 

Railroad  is  directly  at  a  part  of  these  sites  and  will  build  sidings 
to  others  that  can  build  and  guarantee  production,  and  the  transportation 

problem  in  Benicia  is  already  met. 

BENICIA’S  FLEET. 

AMERICA’S  GREATEST  FLEET  UNIT. 

After  the  crisis  of  the  war,  the  Government  cast  about  for  harbors 
to  shelter  the  Class  "A"  steel  ships  that  were  being  released  from  trade 
and  chose  Benicia’s  harbor,  Southampton  Bay,  as  the  safest  place  to 
assemble  a  fleet  of  vessels. 

From  November  1920,  this  fleet  grew  to  36  ships  ranging  from  8800 
to  11,500  tons.  The  original  value  of  these  ships  was  approximately 
$2,000,000,00  each,  52  ships  having  been  handled  through  the  fleet  with 
an  original  value  of  $104,000,000.00 

There  are  yet,  31  Class  "A"  vessels  in  this  single  row,  side  by  side, 
and  connected  by  gangplanks,  a  fleet  over  a  mile  in  length  and  the  harbor 
could  accomodate  as  many  more  in  the  same  extended  line. 

This  is  America’s  largest  single  fleet  unit  and  is  handled  more 
economically  than  any  other  fleet  in  America,  per  ship.  With  supplies 
purchased  through  Benicia  for  this  fleet,  the  Government  has  been  able 
to  feed  the  whole  crew  at  an  average  rate  of  $.65  per  day  per  man  and 
sometimes  even  less.  One  ship  was  removed  from  the  fleet  after  19 
months  lay  up  and  was  taken  to  drydock  where  scraping  of  the  hull  was 
found  unnecessary  as  the  paint  was  in  first  elas3  condition. 

While  commerce  is  slack  this  fleet  will  remain  as  a  ’’lay  up  fleet” 
in  this  protected  semi  fresh  water  harbor,  but  with  a  ”return  to  nor¬ 
malcy",  it  will  continue  to  lessen  and  eventually  disappear  into 
productive  transportation. 
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Benicia’s  fleet  proves  one  thing  here  especially,  that  Benicia  has 
a  harbor  which  adaquately  cares  for  America’s  largest  single  fleet  unit. 

There  is  ample  room  for  as  many  more. 

THIS  IS  CALIFORNIA’S  MOST  IMPORTANT  UNDEVELOPED  HARBOR  AT  THE 

TERMINUS  OF  TRANS -CONTINENTAL  RAILROAD. 

BENICIA  TOWN  SITE. 

Benicia’s  town  site  has  220  city  blocks,  each  600  feet  square,  with 
full  80  feet  streets,  the  north  and  south  streets  according  almost  with 
the  compass.  Through  the  center  of  each  block  runs  an  east  and  west 
street  of  60  feet,  and  these  half  blocks  are  sub-divided  by  alleys  of 
20  feet.  Two  thirds  of  Benicia’s  streets  are  therefore  80  feet  wide  and 
the  other  third  are  60  feet,  which  is  a  feature  that  few  cities  indeed 
can  boast  of  and  the  development  of  the  motor  car  has  made  this  an  item 
of  increasingly  great  importance  to  industrial  centers  and  to  towns 
inviting  industrial  development. 

42  of  these  numbered  blocks  of  the  original  town  site  lie  along  or 
are  crossed  by  the  shore  line  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  near  the  end  of  deep 
water  navigation  on  the  Carquinez  Strait,  A  further  amount  of  land, 
equally  valuable  for  industrial  purposes  can  be  bad  along  Southampton 
Bay,  which  shore  line  is  a  continuation  of  Benicia  town  site  shore  line. 

CITY  GOVERNMENT. 

Benicia’s  city  government  is  vested  in  a  council  of  5  men  which  has 
the  advantage  of  obtaining  efficiency  coupled  with  that  of  fixing  of 
responsibility.  This  plan  has  proven  very .satisfactory  to  the  community 
and  the  cooperation  with  industries  located  in  the  town  has  been  possi¬ 
ble,  and  can  continue  to  be,  under  this  form  of  local  government. 

POLICE  SYSTEM. 

Benicia  has  a  competent  and  effective  police  system. 

FIRE  PROTECTION. 

Benicia  has  an  adequate  fire  department  with  the  most  modern  equipment. 

BENICIA’S  COMMUTING  RADIUS. 

Benicia  has  a  commuting  radius  including  San  Francisco,  Oakland, 
Alameda,  Berkeley,  Richmond,  Rodeo,  Crockett,  Martinez,  Vallejo,  and 
Suisin-Fairf ield.  However  big  the  institution  or  industry,  Benicia 
can  meet  the  demands  immediately  in  the  labor  situation. 

HOME  SITES. 

No  other  town  with  deep  water  and  rail  terminal,  near  a  great  western 
city,  has  so  many  good  locations  for  beautiful  homes.  Few  can  approach 
the  weather  conditions,  have  the  protection  from  the  ocean  fogs  and  yet 

have  wonderful  marine  views. 
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Deep  sea  vessels  are  continually  in  sight.  Residence  lots  of  150 
x  125  feet  can  still  be  had  cheaply. 

HOTELS. 

Benicia  has  the  best  hotel  in  the  county,  strictly  modern,  surpassed 
only  by  the  larger  cities.  The  present  hotel  supply  exceeds  the  demand. 

RESIDENCES. 

With  housing  now  existing  and  with  local  capital  awaiting  invest¬ 
ment,  the  housing  problem  is  met  in  advance. 

BENICIA’S  SCHOOLS. 

The  desirability  of  a  community,  either  as  a  residence  district  or 
a  place  of  business,  is  in  a  large  measure,  determined  by  the  educational 
opportunities  it  offers. 

Benicia  is  fortunate  in  this  respect,  as  her  schools  are  generously 
and  intelligently  supported!  both  financially  and  in  a  direct  interest 

in  their  welfare. 

St.  Catherine’s  Academy,  a  pioneer  educational  institution  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  dating  back  to  the  days  of  the  Padres  and  the  gold  rush,  is  a 
boarding  school  and  also  receives  day  pupils.  It  is  recognized  as  a 
school  with  high  standards. 

Benicia’s  High  School  has  a  curriculum  of  the  highest  standards  and 
is  one  whose  graduates  are  accredited  at  the  University  of  California 
and  Stanford.  This  is  as  high  a  test  as  is  required  of  a  High  School. 

Five  elementary  schools  take  care  of  Benicia’s  growing  generation 
and  they  maintain  the  highest  standard  of  scholarship.  These  schools 
are  conveniently  located  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  different  localities. 

Benicia’s  Kindergarten  is  located  in  the  center  of  a  park  in  the 
heart  of  the  town  and  is  well  equipped  to  attend  to  the  younger 

children’s  needs. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

A  comprehensive  physical  educational  system  meets  the  physical 
requirements  of  the  student  bodies  and  large  playgrounds  and  a  large 
gymnasium  make  it  possible  to  plan  their  work  and  work  their  plans. 
Benicia’s  athletic  records  are  very  good. 

EDUCATIONAL  EXPENDITURES. 

To  give  a  more  definite  idea  of  the  interest  the  Benicia  Board 
has  in  her  school  children,  the  Superintendent  gives  these  figures: 
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Expenditure  per  pupil  in  Kindergarten  $96.12  per  attend,  yr. 

H  "  "  "  Intermediate  72.62  "  "  M 

"  n  "  “  High  School  279.58  " 

UNIVERSITY  BRANCH. 

Benicia  has  students  commuting  to  the  University  of  California  in 
Berkeley  which  shows  the  easy  accessibility  of  higher  education;  and 
there  are  also,  in  Benicia,  Instructors  in  the  University  of  California 
extension  courses  which  offer  any  advantages  that  resident  university 
scholarship  does  not  actually  demand. 

THE  MEASURE  OF  A  CITY  IS  THE  STANDARD  OF  ITS  SCHOOLS. 

Benicia’s  churches,  like  her  schools,  are  well  located  and  easily 
accessible,  represent  many  of  the  leading  faiths  and  are  well  supported. 

LODGES. 

During  recent  years  fraternalism  has  found  lodgment  wherever  men 
foregather,  and  being  no  exception,  Benicia  has  her  quota  of  lodges  and 
fraternities  and  these  are  of  the  higher  types. 

THEATRES. 

Benicia  has  as  good  theatre  advantages  as  any  place  outside  the 

larger  cities. 


BOY  SCOUTS. 

Benicia  has  her  Boy  Scout  troops  which  meet  regularly,  planning 
hikes  and  camping  trips  in  season  and  studying  the  work  of  young  manhood 
along  the  constructive  Boy  Scout  Program  all  of  the  time.  These  boys 
welcome  new  recruits  and  new  competitive  troops. 

JUNIOR  COLLEGE  PLAN. 

• 

Solano  County  is  planning  to  establish  a  junior  college,  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  which  has  not  yet  been  determined.  Whether  it  be  in  Benicia  or 
farther  towards  the  interior  of  the  county,  it  will  offer  that  added 
immediate  advantage  to  the  student  who  wishes  to  continue  studies  for 
an  added  two  years  without  the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  having 
to  start  in  away  from  home. 

RECREATION - SPORT. 

FOR  THE  CHILDREN,  Benicia  has  the  parks,  the  kindergarten  being 
in  the  center  of  a  park  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  also  the  ample  play 
grounds  for  the  various  schools.  The  new  gymnasium  is  being  erected 
near  the  High  School  where  the  finest  of  equipment  will  be  available 
for  all,  and  all  indoor  games  may  be  enjoyed  all  the  year. 
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BEACH  AND  BATH. 


The  public  beach  and  bath  house,  built  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
for  the  people,  is  one  in  which  any  town  could  take  pride. 

ANGLING. 

Angling,  the  world’s  most  universal  sport,  is  enjoyed  by  those  who 
like  salt  water  fishing.  The  commercial  fisherman  stretches  his  net  in 
the  expanse  of  Suisun  Bay,  delivers  his  catch  regularly  to  the  market 
and  has  a  bank  account  thereby.  The  striped  bass  of  the  tide  washed 
sloughs  and  creeks  need  no  description  for  the  angler  who  likes  a 
lively  time  and  a  good  fight. 


QUAIL. 

Quail  abound  in  the  adjacent  hill  country  and  among  the  orchards 
and  vineyards,  likewise  there  are  many  cotton  tails  and  jack-rabbits. 

WATER  FOWL. 

Water  fowl  are  not  surpassed  in  numbers  elsewhere  where  hunting 
is  allowed,  indeed  the  stations  of  Teal  and  Sprig  on  the  Southern 
Pacific,  as  well  as  the  names  Bird’s  Landing,  Mallard  Slough,  Spoon¬ 
bill  Creek,  Honker  Bay  and  Seal  Island  are  not  idle  names  for  all 
these  birds  are  most  common  everywhere  and  seals  and  sea-lions  are 
often  seen  in  upper  Suisun  Bay. 

LIMIT  SHOOTS. 

During  the  season  just  past,  members  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  have  gone  out  from  Benicia  early  in  the  morning  and  have  returned 
with  limit  shoots  of  ducks  by  nine  oclock  the  same  morning,  what  better 
does  a  nimrod  want?  This  limit  includes,  Canvas  Backs,  Sprig,  Widgeon 
and  Teal.  White  Geese,  Brant,  Canadian  Gray  Geese,  and  Great  Canadian 
Honkers  flock  by  thousands  in  Suisun  Bay  and  adjacent  swamps  all  winter. 

SWAN. 

Great  White  Swan  are  often  seen  here  in  large  flocks  but  are  pro¬ 
tected.  Motor  boat  trips  over  the  great  shallow  expanse  of  Suisun  Bay, 
Grizzly  and  Honkers  Bay  offer  rare  treats  for  thore  nautically  inclined. 

ARMY  &  NAVY. 

By  automobile  we  reach  the  United  States  Arsenal,  the  only  arsenal 
West  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  UNITED  STATES  NAVY  YARD  AT  MARE  ISLAND, 
where  many  of  the  largest  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Fleet  lay  at  anchor 
and  the  flotillas  of  destroyers,  submarines,  and  chasers  resting  quiet¬ 
ly,  speak  of  quiet  peace  and  reconstruction. 
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CAPITOL. 


THE  STATE  CAPITOL  at  Sacramento  is  only  slightly  more  than  an  hours 
auto  ride;  at  this  central  location  is  the  State  Fair  Grounds.  MOUNT 
DIABLO  offers  an  ideal  drive  and  hike  and  a  wonderful  view  of  this  GARDEN 
SPOT  OF  THE  PACIFIC.  From  its  peak  one  sees  more  agricultural  land  than 
from  any  other  point  in  America. 


GOLF. 

THE  INTER-COMMUNITY  GOLF  COURSE  of  the  Vallejo  Country  Club  is  a 
mecca  for  business  men  of  both  Vallejo  and  Benicia  as  well  as  the  Navy 
Set  from  Mare  Island,  and  Army  Officers  of  the  Arsenal  at  Benicia  meet 
and  enjoy  an  eighteen  hole  game  and  relaxation  from  care  and  a  stroll 

on  good  green  sod. 


CLUBS. 

HUNTING  CLUBS  invite  those  who  like  a  good  shoot j  and  many  places 
one  can  arrange  for  a  party  of  friends  to  enjoy  a  days  shoot  with  fair 
assurance  of  limit  bags,  depending  only  on  the  skill  of  the  shooters. 

AUTO  PARK. 

A  PUBLIC  AUTO  PARK  maintained  by  the  Benicia  Chamber  of  Commerce 
is  just  off  the  State  Highway  and  offers  shelter  and  a  free  camping 
place  for  the  traveler  or  pleasure  seeker. 

FARM  AND  GARDEN. 

COMING  THROUGH  CIVILIZATION  * S  EARLY  STAGES,  CALIFORNIA  AND  THE 
WHOLE  SOUTHWEST  WERE  PARCELLED  OUT  IN  WHAT  BECAME  KNOWN  AS  THE  GREAT 

SPANISH  LAND  GRANTS. 

These  Spanish  land  grants  were  originally  planned  with  the  idea  of 
furthering  the  development  of  the  NEW  COUNTRY, 

Shock  raising  followed  by  decades,  then  came  the  Mining  Stampedes 
to  the  West,  and  more  recently,  the  development  of  the  great  California 
Wheat  Fields,  which  in  its  turn  developed  the  country  still  more  and 
brought  about  a  partial  division  of  the  original  Spanish  Grants. 

Diversified  farming  and  fruit  raising  were  still  held  back,  de¬ 
veloping  near  the  mining  sections  on  the  most  easily  accessible  level 
lands  first  near  Sacramento. 

The  Civil  Engineer  further  solved  the  problem  and  forced  great 
areas  into  small  farms  through  irrigation!  some  of  the  Spanish  Grants 
thus  disappeared  entirely,  fruit,  vegetables,  grain  and  even  cotton 

supplanted  them, 

California’s  fruits,  property  of  the  Eastern  epicure,  therefore 
became  the  table  fare  of  the  common  people,  making  California 
as  famous  for  fruit  as  erstwhile  has  she  been  for  gold. 
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Benicia,  not  in  an  irrigated  district,  and  jet  so  close  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  as  to  make  stock  raising  so  long  profitable,  saw  her  rolling  land 
in  sight  of  tide  water,  covered  with  stock  as  one  still  sees  today, 
forestalling  the  march  of  progress. 

Fruit  demand  now  is  looking  about  and  cattle  are  giving  way  to  trees, 
orchards  and  vineyards  even  among  these  last  members  of  the  old  regime. 

This  land  now  welcomes  intensive  use  and  where  else  in  America  today 
can  one  find,  such  climate,  soil,  and  drainage  on  first  rolling  upland, 
ideal  for  vineyard  and  orchard  that  can  yet  be  bought  at  grazing  land 
prices,  and  this  immediately  at  tide  water  and  the  whole  metropolitan 
area  as  initial  market  with  the  whole  seaboard  accessible  by  deep  water 
delivery. 

Again,  where  else,  adjacent  to  any  great  American  city,  can  ideal 
reclaimed  peat-soil  areas  be  found  without  killing  frosts  where  land 
has  been  sweetened  and  ready  for  immediate  intensive  gardening  and 
still  accessible  at  a  very  low  price. 

HISTORICAL  BENICIA. 

As  the  gold  stampede  struck  Leadville,  Colorado,  to  work  out  the  sur¬ 
face  and  abandon  the  place  only  to  find  later  that  Leadville  had  greater 
wealth  in  silver  than  in  placer  gold;  abandon  the  camp  again,  and  finally 
come  back  and  find  it  a  better  town  with  more  wealth  in  lead  in  other 
strata  that  they  had  missed  before  and  in  still  greater  and  permanent 
quantities,  building  three  different  cities  and  the  greatest  the  last. 

So  did  the  gold  stampede  hit  Benicia  over  seventy  five  years  ago  and  the 
town  at  that  time,  a  stopping  place  on  the  way  to  the  gold  fields,  grew 
to  hold  thousands  of  people  since  deep  water  ships  could  reach  Benicia 
at  all  times  and  there  must  stop.  Those  sturdy  pioneers  saw  Benicia’s 
possibilities  and  laid  out  a  town  in  proportion  to  its  then  transient 
population’s  demand,  only  to  see  the  gold  followers  move  farther  interior 
and  another  group  consisting  of  the  army  and  commercial  interests  and 
some  of  the  earlier  colleges  have  their  day  and  leave  because  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  was  the  quickest  to  grasp  the  great  industrial  possibilities  of 
the  Bay  and  develop  them.  Later  to  find  that  she  has  that  greatest 
treasure,  her  deep  water,  rail  terminal,  and  undeveloped  frontage  which 
she  now  invites  industry  to  come  and  investigate.  For  in  this  is  the 
final  gold  that  will  make  the  "Benicia  of  Industry". 

Eenicia’s  history  includes  the  once  holding  of  the  State  Capitol, 
Grant  and  Sherman  were  military  men  in  Benicia.  Lynch’s  Academy  for 
young  ladies,  St.  Mary’s  College  for  girls,  St.  Augustine’s  College  and 

the  Dominican  Fathers. 

The  first  Catholic  Church  in  Benicia  and  the  St.  Catherine’s  Academy 
still  remain.  California’s  first  Presbyterian  Church,  the  first  Masonic 
Temple  built  in  California  and  the  first  State  Capitol  building  still 
stand.  The  High  School  originated  by  an  early  clergyman  is  also  building 
for  the  future,  that  Benicia  will  now  enjoy  industrially . 
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No  other  western  city  has  such  potential  port  with  terminal  rail  and 
terminal  deep  water  or  such  cheap  industrial  land  or  so  cheap  overhead 
possibilities  as  does  Benicia.  The  development  of  these  now  will  realize 
the  dream  of  the  far  seeing  men  who  laid  out  the  town  sites  for  a  possi¬ 
ble  population  of  a  hundred  thousand  souls. 

RECLAMATION  DISTRICT. 

Benicia  has  formed  a  Reclamation  District  including  all  of  the  lower 
land  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  This  will  be  filled  in  as  soon  as 
final  arrangements  are  made  and  competitive  bids  are  received. 

The  RECLAMATION  DISTRICT  includes  some  twenty  acres  that  will  be 
filled  in  from  three  to  six  feet  from  the  sediment  of  the  bay  just  out¬ 
side  the  harbor  line.  The  Government  soundings,  as  shown  in  the  geo¬ 
detic  survey  maps,  show  the  bay  sediment  at  that  place  to  be  of  fine 
gray  sand,  gray  sand  and  broken  shell  formation  which  is  the  easiest 
material  moved  by  suction  dredges  for  filling  in  purposes. 

When  this  project  is  completed  and  the  land  filled  in,  which  should 
be  during  the  present  spring,  1923,  130  acres  of  the  finest  factory  sites 
will  be  available  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

All  of  this  land  is  just  inside  the  main  trans-continental  line  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  only  across  the  railroad  from  good 

deep  water. 

CARQUINEZ  STRAIT  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE. 

Construction  will  be  begun  immediately  on  a  suspension  bridge  across 
the  Carquinez  Strait  just  below  Benicia. 

Franchise  was  granted  in  1923  for  a  suspension  span.  This  bridge 
will  be  similar  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  and  will  be  constructed  to  handle 
vehicles  and  pedestrians,  as  well  as  an  electric  railway  system  from 
the  interior  to  Berkeley,  Oakland  and  San  Francisco.  With  this  bridge 
completed,  Oakland,  Berkeley  and  San  Francisco  will  be  easily  accessible 
by  automobile.  The  cost  of  the  bridge  will  be  about  |3, 500, 000. 00  and 
will  be  completed  in  about  two  years. 

ELECTRICAL  POWER. 

The  Great  Western  Power  Company  end  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Com¬ 
pany  both  have  their  main  power  lines  directly  past  Benicia  to  the  whole 
San  Francisco  district.  Power  line3  are  here  available  for  Benicia’s 

electrical  power. 

The  Vaca  Sub  Station  between  Benicia  and  the  mountains  is  the  largest 
in  the  world  with  220,000  volt  current. 

RATES. 

With  unlimited  supply,  Benicia  has  the  advantage  of  San  Francisco  and 
Oakland  industrial  and  manufacturing  power  rates  which  are  being  cut  from 
10£  to  \2%  by  the  State  Railroad  Commission  in  1923. 
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CONCLUSION 


THE  INDIVIDUAL  OR  INSTITUTION  WANTING  TO  BUILD 
A  FACTORY  OR  DEVELOP  AN  INDUSTRY  AND  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF 
SOME  OF  THE  BEST  THAT  AMERICA  HAS  YET  TO  OFFER  OF  PO¬ 
TENTIAL  RESOURCES i 

WHERE  WATER  AND  RAIL  MEET  AND  WHERE 
CARGOES  CAN  BE  UNLOADED  FROM  THE  PORTS  OF  THE  WORLD 
DIRECT  TO  DOCK  OR  FACTORY? 

WHERE  RAW  MATERIALS  FROM  THE  VALLEY 
OF  CALIFORNIA  CAN  ARRIVE  BY  BARGE,  RIVERBOAT,  RAIL  OR 
HIGHWAY; 


WHERE  DISTRIBUTION  IS  AS  EASY  AND 
FREIGHT  RATES  CHEAP; 

WHERE  INDUSTRIAL  LAND  NEAR  DEEP 
WATER  IS  THE  CHEAPEST  ON  THE  BAY; 

WHERE  INDUSTRIAL  WATER  FOR  A  GOOD¬ 
LY  PART  OF  THE  YEAR  IS  FREE; 

WHEPuE  ELECTRICAL  POWER  IS  THE  CHEAP¬ 
EST  FOR  INDUSTRIAL  CONCERNS; 

WHERE  AMERICA’S  GREAT  OIL  REFINERIES 
ARE  IN  SIGHT  AND  OIL  CHEAP? 

WHERE  LABOR  IS  CHEAPER  THAN  ELSEWHERE 
IN  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  DISTRICT? 

WHERE  A  CITY  HAS  ESTABLISHED  THE  LOW¬ 
EST  TAX  RATE  TO  INVITE  YOU? 

SUCH  INDIVIDUAL  OR  INSTITUTION  CAN  ILL  AFFORD  TO 
MISS  INVESTIGATING  BENICIA. 


IN  THESE,  BENICIA  CONCEDES  SUPERIORITY  TO  NONE. 
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